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I write this little sketch of my life for the benefit of my
children., I was born October 37th, 1835, at Offenheim| Kreis Alzey,
Grosherzog - thum Hessen Darmstadt. Christened by Rev. Daniel
Schneider, Pastor of Evangelish Protestantish Church at Offenheim,
my Godmother being Chfistina Neumyer. My parenté names were Konrad
Andre of.above place and my mother Elisabeth_Heckﬁoi?ggugrghe;gb,ﬁ;
Bavaria. Attended school from my sixth year until fourteen, my
schooimasteré namés being respectively Johann Maas, Wilhelm Beyer
and Karl Braun. Was confirmed inabove mehtioned church on Aseension

.Day, 1848, My parents and seven children, myself included, started
to remove to America on May 18, 1849. Traveled'by staéé to Alzey,
from there to Mainz, then by steamboat on the River Rhein to Fotterdam,
‘Holland, from there pér Steamer to Havre, France, where we embarked
on Sailship Arago for New York City, where we arrived with about 200
other passengers frem various parts of Germany after a 33 days voyage
on Atlantic Ocean. Had a pleasant trip, very little'storm, some of
us got very seasick, my father very much so, lost sevefal passengers
by various diseases, who were buried at sea, among them a little
.child and a very aged woman., They were very nicely dréssed, sewed
up in sail cloth and lowered very gentiy into the wéteﬁ by sailors,
- while the Captain of the ship gave a short sermon and prayer.
Errived at New York City July ad, remained there two déys, then
started by Steamer fér Albany and from there by rail to Buffalo, our
destination, where we arrived July 4th, by béom;gg of ;annoné and
shooting of fire'grackers, in celeb'ration cf Independe;i;‘e Days
Of coursse everything,ﬁes new to us; could not understana.the English
Janguage, which all seemed very strange. Algo the intense heat was
very oppressive, as in Germany the climate ie more even, neither so
terribly hot nor cold. But being young we soon got accustomed to
it and also learned the Englieh language. The latter part of July
after our arrival the’%holena broke out in Buffalo, when hundreds

of families died out, being well in the mornirng and dead by nighte

It waq/terrible but our whole family was spared from it, ae it was



also spared when the cholera breke out again'in 1853. We mingled a

great deal ameng our own ceuntry people and some ef the sistérs were

married; the younger ones attended schoel; and eur father occupied

histrade of Merchant Tailer and secured a nice heme on Oak Strest,

I was married dm December 34, 1854, to Merris Keim by Fev. Geo.

‘Samuel Vegt. Mr. Keim was bérn in Mérgéntheim, Wﬁftéﬁbergfémﬁfchﬁsth;';

1832, his father béing Joseph Keim and his wother Franziska Hefmann,

He wae empleyed at Geo. Prince Meledian & Piane factery or Niagara

Street, but that werk net agreeing with his healtk, we epened a

grocery store and after a time traded our Buffale home for a small

farm in Cattaraugus County, N.Y. Meantime the war of the Rebellien

breke eut and in Séptembef 1863, he enitisted in the Unien Army,

Co. I, 154th Begiment, N.Y. Vel,., served until April 1i&65, and was

discharged on account ef diaability. Teok parf in a number of

battles im Virginia and Gettysburg, Pa. Hew anxieum we looked for
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last and those that were spared frem the battlefieid and prisons

were 5ble‘te return te their hemes and families. ¥rom Allegany

we moved te Wéshington, D.C., where Mr. Keim get employment as clerk

in Agricultural Dept. After several years we bought a heme in Farwu-

well, Leudoun Ceunty, Va., a small station en Washington & Ohio R,R,.,

started a village and kept general bountry stere and Post Office.

The name of the town was changed'teﬂﬁbhburn and has how a large’gump¢

of inhabitéﬁgé, twe schoolhouses, three 0ﬁmrdheh}‘thiéés¢@ré§;IPéat”-

Office; blaékﬂﬁith and'whéelwright ahep,'agricuitural warehouse;:téleé,

graph, telephone, ae%eral physicians, &c. From there Mr. Keim ree-

‘ceived an éppmintment as Superintehdent of Natismal C?metery at

Nashville, Tenn., and was transferred from fhere te Danville, VYa.,

as Superintendent of Cemetery. After five years, on aéCQunt of ilil

health, caused by malaria, we moved back te Waéhingten, D.C., where

we now reside, _
Six children were born te us, three in New York Stgte and

three in Virginia, feur daughters and two sens, of which ens sen and



baby daughter died and are buried in Belm@nt-Cemetery, Va.

In lSéé we vigited in Kansas, a sister of mine named
Susan (uschewsky, whom.I had ﬁ@t seen fer fifteen years. _Her
hueband August Guschewsky dded twa.menths after our visit-there‘
ef rheumatism of the ‘heart, contracted in the army. He was a
member ef the 37th N. Y Yels.,. eerved two. years. F@ur years after
him my sister died arnd left 8ix ohlldren, three of whem we haé
brought here to ralse, aged respectively 13, 11l and 7 years. The
oldest of the three, a bey némed Frank; is now 22 years 6f age and
Es empleyed in Sﬁ. Leuis, asla.sélesmaﬁ in Simmons Hardware Co.,
after having gene threﬁgh all étages ff@m errand boy”te clerk in_
D. N. Wélf@ra's St@ree heré. The ysunger two girlslare living with
us attending scheel,
fgw ) In the year 1889 Mr. Kelm and wyself teek a trip te

But such changes in ferty years!
Germany to our blrthplaces./ We cressed the ecearn on eur way out

on:.the Steamer~8uavia; were. .en. the way eight days ‘when we had &
break on some of the machlnery and had to lay in mldecean fer farty—
eight heure t¢ eur great dismay. After repairing damage we went on
eur vay én% lagdéd at Hamburg after a 13-day veyage. We were énter—
tained royaliy bylou: old friends and séhoolmatea, new being aged
peopie;liké ourseljga, each of course having a different experience
to reiate. Visited my old church, which was kept in excellent con-
dition, also my old Minister was stillliving, but unable tc preach..
He was overjoyed at seeing ﬁs; looked up the records in his church
book a nd refreshed his memory énd @reealled everything fb his great
delight. Saw many_ﬁombstonég in éhurchyard of old friends and_
acquaintances, kep} beautifully gréen with ivy and foigetmenqts.
Vieited other noted cities, also o e T T
very grand. Vieited the Louvre and Versailies, Pantheon, Napoleon's
resting place, saw chapel where all the tattered flags are displayed
that he captured. Stuttgart in Wirtemberg is a fire citi. We

stosped at a bathing establishment called Berg, a mile ffom city,
whgre they have hot springe where we drank the hot water bubbling

from the spring, merved in cups by young girle free of charge, but
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of course the girls expected a tip, which they generally got, being
so pelite and attentive. Also visited King Karl's palace. He was

abesent on account of ill health, but weleing ‘Americans, the attendant

téék ug all ﬁhfeugh and even lét me sit én the King’s throre. Tips

are also in évidence here. We also went to Wiesbaden, a famous waker- ..

s#nﬁé all around where one can sip the water to their heart's content

and a g?eat Kuraaal near w1th bands of mugic and other amisements for

the guests. Wegt on top of a h111 several miles away and through a
robbers! den, that ‘wasa 1nfested w1th a gang of ro?bers, men and women
several hundred years ago. On ‘that hill also stands the Russian Chapel
whoge dome ig covered with gold gllstenlng in the sun, which was bullt by-
a Russian prince in honor of his bride, who died aged 19 yeara. Her

form 1n marble 1s there 1y1ng in her ceoffin dreesed in her bridal robe.
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and from there t. Cologne; saw the Cathedral or Dom in its wonderful
beauty and its grand interior, which is so vast and grand beyond de=~
scription. Happened to see the christening of a child by Catholic
priest, Along the banks of the river we delighted tb see the old
castles and also the new ones in their granduer; also the Mouse Thurm
at Bingen on the Rhein. Further down we stopped off to see the soldiers?
monument on a hill, éfécfed'in mémofy of the goldiers and sailors who'
fell in“the Franco-Pruséian war in 1870, It is gomething giandTaé*a“x';’
work of art., After concluding our visit we returned to Hamburg and
returned to New York on the“Stédmér Maravia, had a pléasant?tfiﬁfﬁgJ-7
except a storm of 24 hours. Had a gzood shaking and rocking over the
waves, heard the crunching of thé boat, but no damage was done, We
returned to our home and found all well,

The summer following we spent in Springfield, Md,, on farm
in a stone house several hundfed years old. In November returned to

Washington where we are now living and intend to remain the balance
of our dayse

STV ! Christina Keim
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